
Controversies in Marine  Science , MSL F605P 
Spring 2018 1 credit   Location: Fishbowl  Time: Tuesdays 3-4pm 
 
Instructor: Brenda Konar 
bhkonar@alaska.edu, 225 ONL, x5028   
Office Hours: 4-5pm on Wednesdays… if you can’t make this time, let me know and we’ll make 
other arrangements 
 
Course Description : 
Goal: This course will introduce students to the idea that science is fluid and controversies and 
disagreements do occur. These disagreements are often published in the primary literature. The 
general philosophy of doing science will also be discussed. 
 
Instructional methods: The course is a discussion  of various controversial topics in marine 
science. Each week, students will read papers involving one specific controversy. Students will 
informally discuss/debate the various issues around the controversy. At the end of each class 
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Feb 20  Continued from last week… (4 7) 

Springer et al. is a rebuttal to the comments we read last week. Wade et al. is a 
rebuttal to Springer et al. Finally, Estes et al. is the final published comment on 
the controversy. 
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Feb 27  Serendipity… what one scientist learned the hard way….  
 
Mar 6  Over fishing and its causes and consequences  (21) 
 

Yodzis is food for thought. Worm et al. was the paper that started the discussions. 
The rest are the controversy. The Stokstad is a truce (of sort).  
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Mar 13  Spring Break  
 
Mar 20  Faith Based Fisheries ( 25) 



This is an interesting discussion on faith-based research… i.e., no real data. It also 
includes the on-going debate on the decline of large predatory species.  
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Mar 27 Climate change vs. “hidden” factors such as celestial movements (15) 
 
 The Barry et al. paper was a very hot topic when it came out. It was one of the 

first to propose climate change impacting intertidal communities. Then came 
Denny and Paine and this took some of the wind out of Barry et al. How does this 
relate to what Sanford has shown?  
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